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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Sometimes I wish you were here - 
sitting with me in the "hot seat." 

To maintain our expanded publica¬ 
tions, lending library, help start 
new groups and our leadership train¬ 
ing seminars we need contributions, 
volunteer group leaders and workers. 

SFF is at the threshhold of accelera¬ 
ted growth. Increased mailings and 
memberships are cascading upon us. 
Needed equipment demands our atten¬ 
tion. What price success! 

Recently, our first Special Gift res¬ 
ponse came in. Other members are 
contributing through a higher mem¬ 
bership category. The excitement 
your gift creates in our office when 
your letter is opened is a sharing 
of joy with all of us. 

Dorothy Dougall simply mailed her 
Life Membership gift to SFF. She 
enjoys swimming with her grand¬ 
children and riding horseback. In 
meditation she "found Job's Big 
Denizen of the Deep who is Chief in 
the Way of God," Job 4l:l and 40:19, 
and wrote it in poem form. Thank you, 
Dorothy, we receive your blessing. 

Something new - requests for healing 
prayers will be immediately referred 
to a prayer healing group. Please 
send in your request on a separate 
page from other correspondence. 

Yours in fellowship, 

Bob Ericsson 

OSkARY 
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1971 ANNUAL CONFERENCE THEME 

"The Will to Believe" 

The Annual Conference will meet at th 
Chicago Temple and the Bismarck Hotel 
on May 13-15i 1971* Reserve these 
dates. 

Among the ten speakers that will 
highlight the program are President 
Ross Sweeny, Rev. Arthur Ford, SFF 
founder, author and lecturer; and 
newcomers Misses Lynn Schroeder and 
Sheila Ostrander, authors of Psychic 
Discoveries Behind the Iron Curtain . 

Workshops, experience groups, exten¬ 
sive book display and discussions all 
promise a great event. Other speaker 
will be announced in future issues. 
Rev. Wm. V. Rauscher is chairman. 

IN THE NEWS 

• Rev. Alex Holmes with Allen 
Spraggett healed three patients as 
confirmed by two examining physicians 
on CBC-TV! 

• The great medium Eileen Garrett, 
passed to spirit Sept. 15. She 
founded the Parapsychology Foundation 
for the understanding of psychic 
abilities as a "power for good." 

HERE IS LESSON NO. 2 

Original lessons by Dr. Marcus Bach 
are included in the Newsletter on 
alternate months - see page 3* 
November is Newsletter appreciation 
month. Do show your appreciation by 
your support. 































NEWS NOTES 


NEWS NOTES 


• Atlanta - 2,200 persons heard Rev. 
George Daisley! Congratulations. 

• N.E. Florida - Write B. A. Carter, 
7810 Altama Road, Jacksonville 32216 
for groups. 

• Charlotte, N.C. - Write D. Guion, 
P.0. Box 5154 for group information. 

• Buffalo, N.Y. - Nov. 8 , 2 p.m. 

Organization meeting, 63 O Maple, 

East Aurora, 652-5776, N. Stiling. 

• Smithtown, N.Y. - Nov. 20 Rev. 

Wm. Rauscher, 8 p.m. 

• Schenectady, N.Y. heard Hilda 
Charlton "Meditation"; Workshop 
Dec. 4-6 Rev. Martha Seidler. 

• Congratulations to New York area 

and NE Region Retreat: Current top 

area "member getter." Nov. l6 Revs. 
Mangiameli; Nov. 30 Jeremiah 
Hescheles; Dec. 14 Dr. Jean Houston. 

• Boston - Nov. 23 Rev. William 
Rauscher, Exeter Theater, 8 p.m. 

• Altoona, Pa. - Phone 944-6218, 

L.M. Ryndes, to form new group. 

• Harrisburg, Pa., - Nov. 21-22 Revs. 
Mangiameli "Psychic Weekend." 

0 Baltimore - Nov. 22-23 Rev. Alex 
Holmes "Healing Workshop." 

• Central Ohio - first and third 
Mondays at Gahanna Community Church. 

• Grand Rapids, Mich. - Dec. 1 Rev. 
Alex Holmes at Unity Church. 

• North Shore - Nov. 15, Rev. Dorothy 
Moore at Garrett Seminary; 7=15 P-m. 

• Chicago - Nov. 19 R. Ericsson; 
Psychic experiences; Bethany Methodist 
Church, 8 p.m. 


• Joliet - Nov. 21 Seminar - Father 
James O'Brien, DePaul U.; Dr. L. 
Richard Batzler, Defiance, Ohio; 

Mrs. Irene Hughes and Rev. Paul 
Higgins "Facets of the Psychical" 

10-4 p.m. 

• Illinois - Lutheran Church Men 
heard panel on "Understanding Spiri¬ 
tual Experiences" with R. Ericsson, 
psychic Don Wright, Chicago, and 
Rev. Henry Hein, Peoria. 

• Wisconsin Retreat was led by Rev. 
Kingdon L. Brown author "The Power 
of Psychic Awareness." 

• Omaha - Dec. 1-3 Gail Lee "Work¬ 
shop on Interpreting Dreams." 

• Metro St. Louis - Nov. l 8 Rev. 
Dorothy Moore, Evanston, Iilinois, 
"Psychic Abilities." 

THANK YOU 

Mrs. Joan S. Kimmel, Secretary of our 
Executive Council, has resigned after 
two terms of office. Since moving to 
Phoenix, Arizona she has become very 
active in writing, speaking and lead¬ 
ing workshops. 

Many members will recall her Work¬ 
shops on Prayer for groups throughout 
the country. In Washington, D. C. 
area she is remembered as "excellent, 
inspiring, very helpful". Thank you 
Jo, for your help, prayers and 
service to SFF. 

SUBJECT FOR PRAYER 

"Stacks of mail filled with new mem¬ 
berships, contributions and spiri¬ 
tual awareness for SFF" by Healing 
Prayer Group, Harrisburg, Pa. Present 
needs include a Folding Machine, IBM 
Selectric Typewriter, Dictating Equip¬ 
ment and lots of Love. 


The Newsletter of Spiritual Frontiers F f i;L ^ sh ^ tua^Frontiers Fellow- 
vear (monthly except July and August), by t e p . AnpOP 

”r° ffirP is located at 800 Custer, Evanston, Illinois 60202. 

Members of SFF receive the Newsletter by virtue of membership. Secon - 

class postage paid at Evanston, Illinois. 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF PSYCHISM 


Lesson #2 


V 


THE SPIRITUAL FACTOR 




1 . 

Our general thesis in this series on THE PHILOSOPHY OF PSYCHISM 
is that SFF should make at least three contributions to the 
total advance of the psychic field. It should make the field: 

1. Intellectually respectable ; 2. Spiritually acceptable ; 

3- Psychologically accredited for our contemporary time. 

In Lesson #1 we discussed the first of these aims under the heading, 
" The Intellectual Factor " and suggested four basic principles : 

1. To gain psychic altitude, increase your psychic 

attitude . 

2. Learn to discern the range of the supernormal . 

3. Intuition is as valid as intellection in appraising 

the psychic experience . 

4. Flexibility and integrity are cardinal qualities in 

psychic participation and evaluation . 


2 . 


Let us now consider " The Spiritual Factor " as it applies to a 
philosophical approach in the psychic field. 

In this connection the first principle is this: Since all major 
religions rose from a psychic stream, the evidence of the super ¬ 

normal is self-confirming insofar as the spiritual factor is 
concerned . 

Religion's distinctive feature is that it deals in what has always 
been termed the "supernatural ." This is what makes religion unique 
among other movements in the humanities or the social sciences. 

All great world religions have their purported psychi c evidences, 

their authenticated "miracles," their divine visitations, 

testimonies and legends to persuade their followers that their 
faith is undergirded by supportive proof of a power beyond the 
normal or "natural." 

For any i nstitutionalized religion to deny the phenomenon—of 

psychism when psychic events are part of their historical genesis 

would be contradictory. 
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A few references should serve to prove the point: 


I. Zoroastrianism , 


one of the oldest 


living faiths: 


A. Zoroaster, late 7th century, B.C. reformer 
of the religion of ancient Iran, claimed 
he had a vision and heard a voice during 
a period of meditation in which the "true 
God," Ahura Mazda, "revealed himself." Zoroaster, 
who was 30 , had subsequent psychic experiences 
and began to preach ten years later. 


B. Zoroastrians (Parsees) believe that Ahura Mazda 
had twins: Spenta Mainyu who was good and just, 
and Angra Mainyu who was evil. These sons were 
surrounded by good and bad angels respectively. 
Angels figure strongly in both the life and 
teachings of the Parsees. 


C. When a Zoroastrian child reaches the age of 
fifteen, he is instructed to: "take one of 

the angels for his protection, one of the 
wise as his sage, and one of the high priests 
as his own." He receives the sacred thread 
which he wears throughout his life in remembrance 
of his mystical union with God. He is also 
given a sacred shirt symbolic of his protective 
spiritual armor. 

II. Judaism, taproot of the tree of Christianity: 


A. The religion of the Hebrews is steeped in psychic 
phenomena. Though modern scholars may insist 
that the accounts are merely symbolic or 
meaningful myths, the fact remains that Judaism 
is a mystical religion whose legalistic and moral 
emphasis cannot be separated from the "mediumship” 
of Moses or those who preceded or followed him. 


B. Adam walked with God. Eve talked with the 

serpent - or the serpent with Eve. Abel 

hearkened to the whisperings of the Lord. Noah 
built an ark in keeping with plans clairaudiently 
received. Lot entertained angels. Abraham's 
entire life is involved with a transcendent God 
who is continually instructing him by voices and 
visions. 


C. 


The handwriting on the wall at Belshazzar's feast, 
that came to Samuel, the witch of Endor, 

prophets - there are some 

in the Old Testament and 
to psychic events -- then 
of esoteric lore: the 


the voices 
the precognition of the 
200 allusions to angels 
nearly 1,000 references 
there are the treasuries 


Kabbalah 
for SFF! 


and 


the Zohar - splendid sources of study 
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III. Hinduism , feeder-lane to the world's religions. 


A. The steady flow of Hindu thought and Hindu 
emphasis on psychic insight is one of the 
most striking phenomenon in world religions. 
Almost every religion has been affected in 
some way by Hindu beliefs, and, of course, 
Hinduism has also been strongly influenced 

by other religions, particularly Christianity. 

B. The belief in rebirth, the process of samsara 
or continued reincarnation, was psychically 
revealed, then undergirded by the law of karma. 

C. Mana , the mystical force inherent in people 
and places is considered a supernormal gift 
of Brahman. Darshan , the spiritual power 
emanating from people and events, is looked 
upon as a "supernatural" manifestation. 


We will hear more of other religions in other lessons, but the 
point is clear; Religion's distinctive feature is that it deals 
in and with the psychical . True of all faiths, this is nowhere 
more apparent than in Christianity. 


Writers and researchers have long asked what SFF is asking today: 
How can Christians possibly doubt psychometry, for example, when 
Christianity believes in the laying on of hands, the divination of 
power through forms and rituals, the efficacy of relics of the 
saints, baptismal ceremonies and the like? 


How can we question the power of precognition when we 
belief in the many instances when Jesus practiced it 
the presence of "spirits" when His life is surrounded 
or in levitation when it is believed He walked on the 
in psychokinesis when the stone was rolled away or 

materialization or reappearance of the "dead" when He 
Himself after that first Easter morning? 


profess 
— or in 
by them 
water — 
in 

showed 


or 


You can n o more separate Christianity from—its— belief in psychism 
+ n aT1 V mi can separ ate it from its "supe rnat ural" festive d a^s: ^ 
Christmas, Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost, All Saints ay, a 
s o on. 

From the psychic encounter of Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus Road, 
to Constantine who on his way to Rome saw a =«>rdpoised a g ainst 
the sky with its conquering sign (In hoc signo vinces), 
vision of a Joseph Smith or a modern Pentecostal demonstration m 
glossolalia, Christianity is rooted in psychism. 

Gradually even fundamentalists and Roman Catholics are modifying 

manifestations 













4. 


The Spiritual Factor suggests a second principle: The supernormal 

se the history ° f 

_^vesiigateci as self-confirimnn' -i n ZTTTTTm:-—-— 


his is to say that if religious faith, in an institutionalized 
sense, rises from the "psychic stream," then our own paranormal 

encounters and evidences may also be substantiating factors in our 
individual spiritual unfoldment. xacxors m our 


L et us learn to_take a deeper , more insightful loo k at our 

l l lnnenin^ ^ mean such apparently commonplace 

th? ^ r hunc J® s ’ coincidences, deja vu , premonitions, and 
like. Frequently these embody a psychic force and are not 

merely serendipitous or psychologically definable'occurrences. 


"We are firmly convinced that, intermixed 
with the known and described forces, there 
are forces which we do not know; that a 
mechanical, simple, popular explanation is 
not sufficient to interpret everything that 
takes place around us; in one word, there 
are occult psychical phenomena, and if we 
say occult we use a word which simply means 
unknown." 


These words of Nobel Prize winner (in medicine) Dr. Charles R. 
Richet, are well worth consideration in connection with our second 
principle. Physiologist, pathologist, professor at the University 
of Paris, he was also a noted psychic researcher. What he said 
so well shortly before his death in 1935 is what we are trying to 
say: the Spiritual Factor in the philosophy of psychism has as 

its field of interest not the ordinary human faculties studied 

in parapsychology, psychology and psycho-analysis , but the extra ¬ 

ordinary faculties of the soul and spirit , the strange forces which 
are hidden within us, the revelations which come to us, and our 
role as channels for genuine psychic manifestations. 

We should make this very clear. Dr. Richet did not attribute 
paranormal activity to discarnate entities or the "spirit world." 

He felt that more research was necessary, but he suggested the 
distinction and differentiation between parapsychological and 
psychical. 


This is a matter that SFF must seriously consider, the distinction 
between such phenomena as ESP and the entire psi field, and psychism. 
The Spiritual Factor should be the distinguishing feature, the 

point of perceptive measurement . This is where the history of 
religions becomes important. It says that there is definitely more 
to psychical experiences than can be explained by parapsychological 
inquiries. 
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5. 


Encyclopedic definitions generally interpret "Psychical Research" 
as, "The scientific study of such alleged occurrences as thought 
transference, foretelling the future, hauntings involving appearances 
of ghosts and movements of objects, and messages received through 
mediums from the spirits of those who have died. All such alleged 
events may be included in the class of the paranormal." 

(Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1966 ) 

Such a definition neither does justice to nor adequately covers 
the approach of SFF! The inclusion of " The Spiritual Factor " 
suggests a more comprehensive definition. tfe suggest: 

"Psychical Research is the scientific 


study of nonphysical forces, 

spirit 

and 

spiritual manifestations 

, as these 

are 

recorded in the history 

of religions 

and 

consistently manifested 

in the life 


of man." 


This would at least suggest a differentiation between the spiritual 
factor and the psi (parapsychological) field. That there is constant 
overlapping goes without saying, but that there is also a sharp 
distinction between spiritual and secular paranormal approach to 
the subject is becoming increasingly more apparent. 


6 . 

Here is a graphic illustration: A minister reported to me that 
a woman member of his church came to him and said, 

"I have put off coming to see you because 
I am really embarrassed. I've been having 
visions. Now please don't think I believe 
in visions, but ever since my husband's 
death there are times he seems so near I 
actually seem to see him. It's scary, but 
it is rather beautiful, too. I feel silly 
telling you this but I felt I should talk to 
someone. Also I would like to know what you 
think I should do." 

The minister said, "I know what X think you should do. See a 
psychiatrist." 

That was a true story. Had you been in the minister's place, what 
would you have said? Or, had you been in the woman's place, what 
would you have replied to the minister? 
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SUMMARY : SFF should make at least three contributions to 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF PSYCHISM. It should make the study: 

1. Intellectually respectable ; 2. Spiritually acceptable ; 
3. Psychologically accredited for our contemporary time. 

A distinction should be made between the parapsycholog- 
ical approach and SFF's research in psychism. The 
distinctive, distinguishing feature is the spiritual 
factor. 


The spiritual factor has as its field of interest not 
the ordinary human faculties studied in parapsychology, 
psychology and psycho-analysis, but the extra-ordinary 
faculties of the soul and spirit and man's relationship 
with God. 

LESSON HELPS : To remember the Principles presented, think in these 

terms: 

PRINCIPLE 1: Religions' origins : the psychic stream . 

PRINCIPLE 2: Religion versus the individual . The 
supernormal, being self-confirming 
in religions, should also be so 
considered in the growth of one's 
personal life and experience. Man's 
life is a world religion in microcosm . 


READINGS FOR A BROADER OVERVIEW : 

The Origins and History of Consciousness , Eric Neumann 

Pantheon Books 

"The discovery of the reality of the psyche corresponds 
mythologically to the freeing of the captive and the 
unearthing of the treasure. The primordial creative 
powers of the psyche, which in the creation myths were 
projected upon the cosmos, are now experienced humanly, 
as part of man's personality, as his soul. Only now 
does the hero become humanized, and only through this 
act of liberation do the transpersonal processes of the 
unconscious become psychic processes within a human 
person." 

Relig ions, Values, and Peak-Experiences , Abraham Maslow 
- Ohio State University Press 

"The big lesson that must be learned...not only by the 
non-theists and liberal religionists, but also by the 
supernaturalists, and by the scientists and the 
humanists, is that mystery, ambiguity, illogic, 
contradiction, mystic and transcendent experiences may 
now be considered to lie well within the realm of nature." 

LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION FOR RESEARCH & EfcSLIGBIENMIif! -8- 

VSRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA 


















